THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
scientious of practitioners can hardly hope always
to escape.
Of like nature must be the experience of the
priest. More than the men of law or medicine,
his training and knowledge are specialized and
peculiar, and are enhanced to the believing mind
by the sanctity of his apostolic office. His
advice, however, is often given where it is not
sought, and to the unbelieving or indifferent the
authority he claims is an extra irritant. More-
over, his counsel, while often not less ungrateful
than that of the secular professional, has no vis-
ible result to appeal to, however sound it may
be and however strictly it may be followed.
Considerations such as the above will suffi-
ciently account for a measure of hostility to the
priesthood in all times and places, but it by
no means explains the fierce antagonism that
has been generated in some : for instance, the
ferocious anti-clericalism which, if somewhat
abated in France, has broken out with fresh
virulence in Spain, and is, I suppose, always
latent, if not explosive, in Spanish and Portu-
guese America. What is the origin of this
sinister spirit, and is it in any way preventible ?
Some, I fancy, will say at once that persecution
is an " inseparable accident " of the Church, that
she is bound to incur it in the fulfilment of her
mission, and that only abnegation of duty would
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